JOYFUL JOANNA

Joanna,

What a joy it was to happen upon you and your
mother in the courtyard at the Book and Clothing Swap. As
usual, you were completely immersed in the moment. You
\*. swiftly moved through the makeshift store—evaluating the
. merchandise as your mother oversaw the Swap.
Occasionally you would call to your mother from across the
courtyard in Chinese, referencing different items of
interest. As I looked through the books, you drew closer,
drawing your attention to the books [ was looking at. As we
thumbed through the books and moved on to clothing, you
followed—sharing your ideas and personal connection to
various items.

When we arrived at a large white dress with
embroidered blue flowers, you made an audible gasp. Your
eyes lit up as you scanned the garment. You said, "I will
have this when [ am ten."

[ sought clarification, "When you are ten years old?"

With a vibrant smile you replied, "Yes." You paused, looked in the direction of your
mother, then back toward me and said, "I am almost ten."

You moved to the table of shoes, and motioned for me to follow. After carefully
evaluating the selection of shoes, you held up a pair of well-loved red cowboy boots. With
raised eyebrows and a twinkle in your eye, you moved one boot closer to me and then to
the ground. Holding the boot next to your own shoe you stated, "When I am ten, [ will wear
these too.”

[ was captured by your future plans and replied, "Wow, you have a lot to look
forward to when you are ten."

Warmly, Ms. Jeannette




What It Means?

Joanna, this is not the first time that [ have had the privilege to share a vibrant
conversation with you. I am captivated how you readily engage others in conversation—
drawing them into your world. You quickly connect information to your own experience,
extending your own knowledge and that of those around you.

Just the other day, you shared your deep knowledge of shapes with Ms. Lora and at
the snack table. First, you noticed the shapes your graham cracker pieces made. Then you
extended our conversation about simple shapes to “3D” shapes by sharing your
knowledge of cones and cubes; you even associated these shapes to the cup you were
holding. I captured this photo of Ms. Lora looking at you with admiration as you shared
your amazing thinking:

At five years old, | am amazed by your communication skills, and engagement and
connection with others. It is clear that your potential is unlimited! I wonder how you will
be as a ten-year-old, Joanna. Certainly, you will continue to bring joy to all who are
fortunate enough to share their days with you.

Opportunities and Possibilities

Joanna, [ can’t wait to hear more of your thoughts, feelings, and future aspirations.
As the semester is coming to an end, [ will make sure to come and visit your class before
your last day to hear about your plans for the summer. [ want you to know that I will
always cherish the time look forward to seeing you again in the fall when the new school
year begins. As you continue to grow into that ten year old and beyond, my hope is that
you will always be surrounded by people who value you and take time to be with you.
They will certainly be better by hearing your creative ideas and complex thinking.

April 24,2019
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